THE REMINISCENCES OF CARL SCHURZ
Early on Saturday morning, May 2d, General Hooker
with some members of his staff rode along his whole line and
was received by the troops with enthusiastic acclamations. He
inspected the position held by the Eleventh Corps and found it
"quite strong."

The position might have been tolerably strong if General
Lee had done General Hooker the favor of running his head
against the breastworks by a front attack, But what if he
did not? " Our right wing," as I said in my official report,
" stood completely in the air, with nothing to lean upon, and
that, too, in a forest thick enough to obstruct any free view
to the front, flanks or rear, but not thick enough to prevent the
approach of the enemy's troops, Our rear was at the mercy
of the enemy, who was at perfect liberty to walk right around
us through the large gap between Colonel Gilsa's right and the
cavalry force stationed at Ely's Ford." As we were situated,
an attack from the west or northwest could not be resisted
without a complete change of front on our part. To such a
change, especially if it was to be made in haste, the formation
of our forces was exceedingly unfavorable. It was almost im-
possible to maneuver some of our regiments, hemmed in as
they were on the old turnpike by embankments and rifle pits
in front and thick woods in the rear, drawn out in long de-
ployed lines, giving just room enough for the stacks of arms
and a narrow passage; this turnpike road being at the same
time the only line of communication we had between the dif-
ferent parts of our front. Now, the thing most to be dreaded,
an attack from the west, was just the thing coming.

The firing we had heard all along the line of otir army
during the preceding day, May 1st, indicated that the enemy
was " feeling our front" along its whole length, Toward even-
ing the enemy threw some shells from two guns placed on an
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